S' 


I 


BOROUGH  OF  STRETFORD 


EDUCATION  AUTHORITY 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICE! 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


E.  H.  WALKER, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


Manchester  : 

Jesse  Broad  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Stretford  Road,  Old  Trafford. 


if 


2 


BOROUGH  OF  STRETFORD 


Members  of  the  Education  Committee,  1937 


Chairman:  Councillor  H.  W.  HIGHAM. 


His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Alderman  A.  Smith,  J.P.,  C.A. 


Alderman  Sir  Thomas  Robinson, 

K.B.E.,  J.P. 

,,  R.  G.  Bagley,  J.P. 

,,  J.  W.  Dorran. 

„  J.  Marple,  J.P. 

,,  A.  Marrow,  J.P. 

„  W.  Wardle,  J.P. 

,,  T.  Spaceman,  J.P. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  M.  Bagley. 

,,  H.  Cawley. 

E.  Fitton. 


Councillor  J.  H.  Gibson. 

,,  E.  Hargreaves. 

,,  W.  Thorpe. 

,,  H.  S.  Holt. 

,,  A.  Molyneux 

,,  H.  Lord. 

,,  Lady  Robinson. 

,,  A.  C.  Trythall. 

,,  F.  G.  S.  Wilson. 

,,  J.  W.  Willoughby, 

M.B.E.,  J.P. 


Rev.  Canon  E.  W.  Horrocks,  M.A. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Edmondson. 

C.  M.  Mason,  Esq.,  M.Sc. 

L.  W.  Baker,  Esq. 


Jno.  Hindle,  Director  of  Education. 


C.  Trewavas,  Town  Clerk. 


3 


The  School  Medical  Service  in  relation  to 
The  Public  Elementary  Schools,  1937. 

Total  Number  of  Schools: — 

At  31st  March,  1937 


(a)  Council  Schools  —  Elementary  ...  10 

(b)  Non-pro vided  Schools  ...  ...  8 

Accommo¬ 

dation 

Average 

Attendance 

6396 

1896 

4396 

1391 

Total  ...  ...  ...  18 

8292 

5787 

Number  of  Children  on  Books  /under  5  years  of  age  ...  ...  255 

(31st  March,  1937)  \5  years  and  over...  ...  ...  6400 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  6655 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (1936-37)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2077 

Gross  Cost  of  School  Medical  Service  (year  ending  31st  March,  1937)...  £3578 

Amount  received  in  Government  Grant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1606 

Parents’  Payment  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £366 

Net  Cost  on  the  Rates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1606 

1.— STAFF. 

School  Medical  Officer:  E.  H.  Walker,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers: 

Barbara  M.  Knight,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

T.  P.  Sewell,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Officer:  R.  Bradbury,  L.D.S. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (part  time):  H.  V.  White,  M.C.,  M.D. 

Aural  Surgeon  (part  time): 

E.  S.  Burt  Hamilton,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.Ed. 

Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon: 

Harry  Platt,  M.D.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

School  Nurses: 

Miss  Carberry,  State  Registered  Nurse. 

Miss  Milne,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife.  Certificates  of 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination 
Board;  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

Miss  COOMBES,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife. 

Miss  G.  Hammond,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife.  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate.  (Resigned  September,  1937.) 

Miss  A.  Parry,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife,  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate. 

Miss  F.  Garner,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife,  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate.  (Appointed  October,  1937.) 

Masseuse:  Miss  R.  Leigh,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E.,  L.E.T. 

Clerks: 

Miss  M.  W.  Hewitt,  Miss  E.  Sullivan. 

Dental  Section:  Miss  M.  U.  Spargo. 


4 


2.— CO-ORDINATION  OF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  WORK  WITH  THAT  OF 

OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(a)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare. 

Effective  co-ordination  has  been  a  predominant  feature  in  the  development 
of  the  services  during  the  last  fifteen  years. 

(b)  Nursery  Schools. 

There  are  no  Nursery  Schools  in  the  Borough,  but  the  Nursery  Class 
attached  to  the  Infant  Department  at  Trafford  Park  Council  School  has  been 
constantly  under  medical  and  nursing  supervision  .  Another  nursery  class  has 
been  commenced  in  rooms  specially  designed  for  the  purpose  at  the  new  Lostock 
Council  School  and  there  is  definite  indication  of  the  desirability  of  similar 
provision  in  the  Old  Trafford  area,  which  is  receiving  consideration  by  the 
Committee.  The  question  of  providing  Nursery  Schools  has  been  investigated 
and  the  evidence  clearly  suggests  that  the  needs  of  the  Borough  can  be  ade¬ 
quately  and  more  economically  met  by  a  gradual  extension  of  Nursery  Classes 
in  Infant  Schools. 

(c)  The  Care  of  Debilitated  Children  under  School  Age. 

The  establishment  of  a  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  the  Old  Trafford  Child  Welfare 
Centre  and  the  provision  which  has  been  made  for  similar  clinics  to  be  held  at 
the  new  Health  Centres  to  be  erected  at  Stretford  and  at  Lostock,  will  further 
consolidate  the  co-ordination  which  has  been  an  essential  feature  of  the  school 
medical  service  during  the  past  fifteen  years. 

During  1937,  176  children  of  pre-school  age  were  examined  at  the  School 
Clinics.  Of  these  65  received  treatment  for  minor  ailments,  51  received  dental 
treatment,  10  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  18  received 
operative  treatment  for  tonsils  and  adenoids.  35  children  below  school  age  were 
examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Specialist,  and  30  were  referred  to  the  Aural 
Specialist.  62  pre-school  children  made  790  attendances  at  the  Remedial 
Exercise  Clinic. 


3.—  TEACHING  OF  MOTHERCRAFT. 

Senior  girls  in  six  of  the  schools  have  again  been  given  a  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  in  Mothercraft.  The  School  Nurses,  who  are  also  Health  Visitors,  have  taken 
an  active  part  in  this  work  and  it  is  evident  that  the  co-operation  of  teachers  and 
nurses  has  been  of  mutual  advantage.  Cookery,  Sewing  and  Science  classes, 
particularly,  have  been  co-ordinated  with  the  Mothercraft  lessons.  The  instruc¬ 
tion  in  school  has  been  supplemented  by  visits  to  Child  Welfare  Centres,  two  or 
three  girls  attending  at  each  session. 
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An  examination  in  Mothercraft  was  held  in  the  schools  in  April,  1937.  The 
results  illustrated  the  keen  interest  of  the  girls  in  this  subject  as  reflected  in  the 
excellent  standard  achieved.  Four  prizes  were  awarded  and  no  less  than 
fifteen  of  the  girls  merited  Certificates  of  Commendation.  As  a  further  en¬ 
couragement,  the  prizes  and  certificates  were  presented  at  the  monthly  meeting 
of  the  Education  Committee. 

Four  of  the  schools  entered  candidates  for  the  Rhondda  Mothercraft 
Competition  organised  by  the  Association  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  and  open  to  the  whole  of  Great  Britain.  One  examination  paper  was 
selected  from  each  school  for  submission  to  the  Association  and  the  candidate 
from  Victoria  Park  Girls’  School  was  awarded  6th  place  with  71%  of  marks.  It 
has  been  interesting  to  note  that  competition  in  the  past  4  years  has  led  to  a 
distribution  of  awards  between  the  various  schools,  a  school  which  has  been 
less  successful  in  one  year  having  been  stimulated  to  more  fruitful  effort  in 
another  year. 


4.—  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Age  Groups  of  the  Children  Inspected. 

Medical  inspection  of  all  children  in  Public  Elementary  Schools  is  carried 
out  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  twelve  months  following: — 

(a)  their  first  admission  to  Public  Elementary  Schools,  and 

(b)  their  attaining  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 

(c)  their  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

The  Board’s  Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection  has  been  followed,  except  for 
the  exclusion  of  weights  and  measurements. 

The  routine  medical  inspections  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Barbara  M.  Knight,  with  the  assistance  from  October,  of 
Dr.  Sewell. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  place  on  record  the  very  high  standard  of  work  which  is 
carried  out  consistently  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers.  The  confidence  of 
parents,  teachers  and  children  and  the  appreciation  of  the  service  which  is 
frequently  expressed,  is  mainly  due  to  their  sound  professional  ability  and  their 
S5nnpathetic  and  tactful  understanding. 

1725  children  have  been  examined  in  the  three  “code  groups”,  and  641 
“other  routine  inspections”  have  been  made,  of  children  who  (e.g.)  have 
previously  missed  inspection  at  the  proper  age,  or  who  have  been  transferred 
from  Schools  outside  the  Authority’s  area. 

301  children  due  for  inspection  were  absent  at  the  time  of  visit  to  the 
School. 
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5.-  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

At  the  routine  inspections  only  25  children  were  found  with  vermin  or 
with  nits  in  the  head.  At  the  63  special  inspections  made  by  the  School  Nurses 
for  this  purpose  37  boys  out  of  5972  examined,  and  582  out  of  7,955  girls, 
showed  evidence  of  infestation  with  nits  or  vermin.  Uncleanliness  of  the  bod}' 
or  clothing  was  noted  in  14  boys  and  3  girls. 

The  influence  and  assistance  of  the  teachers  has  been  invaluable  in  main¬ 
taining  the  standard  of  cleanliness. 

(b)  Minor  Ailments. 

The  number  and  type  of  defects  found  at  medical  inspections,  both  routine 
and  special,  is  shown  in  Table  II  on  page  32.  The  number  of  individual  children 
requiring  treatment  is  shown  separately  in  Table  I — C  on  page  31.  This  figure 
includes  many  very  early  defects,  e.g.,  minor  skin  conditions  and  slight  depar¬ 
ture  from  normal  posture,  whilst  247  of  the  675  defects  found  at  routine 
inspection  were  defective  vision. 

(c)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

115  children  were  noted  at  routine  inspections  to  require  operative  treat¬ 
ment  and  171  at  special  inspections.  Of  the  latter,  37  were  referred  by  private 
medical  practitioners  for  early  treatment.  Cases  referred  for  observation  or 
non -operative  treatment  numbered  1 98  at  routine  inspections  and  70  at  special 
inspections. 

(d)  Tuberculosis. 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AND 
PRE-SCHOOL  AGE  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930,  during  the  year  ended  December,  1937. 


Notified  by 

Nature  of  Case 
Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

School  Medical  Officer  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Medical  Officers  of  Institutions... 

1 

2 

3 

Private  Practitioners 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  Officer 

— 

3 

3 

Total  ...  . . . 

4 

5 

9 

No  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  children  were  notified  during  the 
year. 
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(e)  Skin  Disease. 

3  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  ringworm  of  the  body,  while  26 
children  had  scabies.  There  were  37  children  with  impetigo. 

(f)  External  Eye  Disease. 

31  children  with  diseases  of  the  eyelids  or  of  the  conjunctiva  were  found  at 
routine  inspections,  and  50  at  special  inspections. 

(g)  Vision. 

261  children  were  found  to  require  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 
Of  these  247  were  detected  at  the  routine  examinations  in  schools  and  14  as  a 
result  of  special  inspections;  7  were  found  in  school  not  wearing  glasses  which 
had  previously  been  prescribed. 

(h)  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

44  children  with  defective  hearing  requiring  treatment,  and  25  cases  for 
observation  were  detected.  The  number  of  children  with  ear  discharge  from 
middle  ear  disease  was  14  at  the  routine  inspections  and  54  at  special  inspec¬ 
tions. 

(i)  Dental  Defects. 

299  children  out  of  1,725  were  found  at  medical  inspection  to  be  suffering 
from  dental  defects  requiring  treatment  to  prevent  damage  to  health. 

1,396  children  out  of  1,690  examined  by  the  School  Dentist  at  the  routine 
dental  inspection  in  schools,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  thirteen  years,  were 
found  to  require  treatment.  206  absentees  missed  the  dental  inspection  in 
school,  but  many  of  these  children  were  later  seen  at  the  dental  clinic. 

(j)  Crippling  defects. 

18  children  with  deformities  requiring  treatment  were  detected  at  routine 
inspections,  and  46  others  were  seen  at  special  inspections.  84  children  were 
under  supervision  on  account  of  orthopaedic  defects. 


6.—  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

63  school  children  were  notified  during  1937  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria, 
as  compared  with  45  in  1936  and  34  in  1935.  Notifications  of  scarlet  fever  among 
school  children  were  62  in  1937,  compared  with  111  in  1936  and  90  in  1935. 

The  investigation  of  infectious  diseases,  particularly  diphtheria,  occupies 
each  year  a  considerable  amount  of  the  time  of  the  Medical  Officers  and  Nurses. 
Experience  has  proved  that  only  through  these  visits  can  the  information  be 
obtained  to  enable  steps  to  be  taken  to  control  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 
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Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

Facilities  have  for  several  years  been  available  at  all  the  School  Clinics  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against 
diphtheria.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  and  his 
assistants  in  the  capacity  of  public  health  officers,  in  accordance  with  the 
principle  that  the  prevention  and  control  of  infectious  diseases  are  the  concern 
of  the  local  Public  Health  Authority.  All  expenditure  incurred  is  met  by  the 
•  Health  Committee  of  the  Council.  In  practice,  however,  it  is  convenient  to 
carry  out  the  immunisation  at  the  school  clinics  and  child  welfare  centres  and 
the  Council  and  the  Education  Authority  have  agreed  to  this  course.  Occa¬ 
sionally,  when  a  large  number  of  adplications  are  received  for  immunisation  of 
children  from  one  school,  the  work  may  be  done  at  the  school  so  as  to  minimise 
the  loss  of  time  involved  in  attendance  at  a  clinic.  The  Toddlers’  Clinics  will 
offer  further  opportunities  for  the  immunisation  of  children  before  they  reach 
school  age.  The  desirability  of  protection  of  children  against  diphtheria  and  the 
value  of  immunisation  has  been  fully  discussed  in  previous  reports. 


The  following  statement  indicates  the  extent  of  the  work  which  has  been 
done  during  the  year,  each  child  normally  receiving  three  injections  at  intervals 
of  not  less  than  a  week: — 


Number  immunised. 


Old  Trafford  Clinic 
Stretford  Clinic 
Trafford  Park  Clinic 
Seymour  Park  School 
Child  Welfare  Centres 

By  private  practitioners  with  material  supplied  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  ... 


153 

39 

15 

199 

6 

31 


Total  ...  ...  443 


The  total  number  immunised  (443)  represents  a  very  small  percentage  of 
the  school  population  and  is  quite  inadequate  to  effect  any  marked  reduction  in 
the  incidence  of  the  disease.  The  inspection  of  contacts,  the  detection  of 
“carriers”,  the  exclusion  of  individual  children  from  school,  and  the  home 
visiting  of  absentees,  who  may  be  sources  of  infection,  are  matters  of  routine 
essential  to  the  control  of  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  amongst  children  attending 
school. 
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TABLE  showing  Schools  attended  by  Stretford  Children  suffering  from  notified 

Infectious  Disease  in  1937. 


School 

Number 
of  Children 
on  Books 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Gorse  Hill  Council 

675 

10 

16 

Gorse  Park 

255 

2 

2 

Victoria  Park  Council 

1,065 

3 

3 

Seymour  Park  Council  ... 

588 

3 

18 

Trafford  Park  Council 

353 

2 

— 

Kings  Road  Council 

330 

1 

1 

Stretford  Road  Junior  ... 

283 

1 

7 

St.  Alphonsus’  R.C. 

St.  Hilda’s 

298 

4 

2 

194 

— 

1 

Moss  Park  ... 

733 

21 

3 

St.  Anne’s  R.C. 

237 

1 

— 

St.  Brides’  ... 

207 

_ — . 

1 

St.  Antony’s  R.C. 

133 

2 

2 

Junior  Technical  ... 

94 

— 

— 

St.  Matthew’s 

176 

1 

— 

St.  Joseph’s  R.C.  ... 

235 

— 

— 

Old  Trafford  Senior  Boys 

291 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  Girls 

322 

1 

2 

Stretford  Grammar 

520 

— 

— 

Stretford  High  School  for  Girls... 

400 

- - 

— 

Open-Air  School  ... 

119 

■ — ■ 

1 

St.  Teresa’s  R.C.  ... 

84 

- - 

- - 

Private  Schools 

48 

— 

- - 

Schools  Outside  the  District 

700 

10 

4 

Totals 

8,340 

62 

63 

Amongst  children  living  in  Manchester  but  attending  Stretford  Schools, 
there  were  5  cases  of  diphtheria,  33  cases  of  measles  and  4  of  scarlet  fever. 


Measles,  chicken-pox  and  whooping  cough  are  not  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  in  the  Borough. 


7  — FOLLOWING  UP. 

The  details  of  the  school  nurses’  duties  in  following  up  the  findings  of 
medical  inspection  and  the  satisfactory  treatment  of  defects  has  been  fully 
described  in  previous  reports. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  school  nurses  during  1937  to  homes 
of  school  children  was  532,  as  compared  with  911  visits  in  1936.  The  extension 
of  clinic  services,  requiring  attendance  of  nurses,  is  responsible  for  this  reduc¬ 
tion,  but  the  fact  should  be  considered  in  relation  also  to  home  visits  paid  by 
the  nurses  in  carrying  out  their  duties  as  health  visitors,  for  which  purpose 
7,084  visits  were  made  in  1937  as  compared  with  5,263  in  1936, 


Total  diphtheria  cases  notified:  Under  School  Age 

School  Age 
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Schools  outside  the  district  ... 
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Open  Air  School 
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1 
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INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AMONG  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

1937 
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8.—  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

(a)  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  minor  ailments 
treated  at  the  three  School  Clinics. 


MINOR  AILMENTS  TREATMENT  CLINICS. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1937. 


Old  Trafford 

Clinic 

Trafford  Park 
Clinic 

Stretford 

Clinic 

Treated 

Cured 

Treated 

Cured 

Treated 

Cured 

Skin: 

Ringworm-Body  . . . 

2 

2 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Scabies 

14 

14 

4 

1 

14 

14 

Impetigo 

111 

no 

83 

83 

46 

46 

Other  skin  diseases 

70 

63 

99 

21 

52 

50 

External  Eye 
Disease  . 

91 

81 

32 

28 

37 

* 

33 

Minor  Ear  Defects: 

Ear  discharge,  wax 

79 

64 

21 

13 

29 

24 

Miscellaneous: 
e.g.,  minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil- 

blains,  etc.  ... 

431 

404 

405 

376 

225 

219 

Total 

798 

738 

571 

524 

403 

386 

Total  No.  of 

Attendances 

3,404 

1,560 

853 

(b)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

Most  careful  observation  of  children  is  exercised  before  deciding  to  place 
their  names  on  list  of  those  for  operation,  but  each  year  the  waiting  list  exceeds 
the  provision  made  for  operative  treatment.  Many  are  referred  by  private 
practitioners  with  recommendations  of  urgency  and  although  a  critical  attitude 
has  been  adopted  as  to  the  necessity  for  operation,  it  has  to  be  admitted  that 
the  results  have  later  entirely  justified  surgical  treatment, 
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No  child  is  submitted  for  operation  without  a  period  of  observation  by  the 
School  Medical  Officers  and  the  Specialist. 

The  arrangements  at  the  Stretford  Memorial  Hospital  are  in  every  respect 
satisfactory  and  fully  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

No  attempt  at  compulsion  is  made  of  parents  who  are  unwilling  to  accept 
operative  treatment  recommended  for  their  children.  Instances  of  this  kind 
are  few  and  every  effort  is  made  to  explain  the  reason  for  the  advice  given,  but 
the  ultimate  responsibility  of  a  decision,  involving  the  use  of  a  general 
anaesthetic,  must  devolve  on  the  parents.  It  is  considered  wiser  to  encourage 
parents  to  seek  the  advice  of  their  own  medical  attendant  rather  than  to 
coerce  them  against  their  own  wishes. 

(c)  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  statement  is  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  G.  Jessel,  the  Con¬ 
sultant  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  whose  valued 
assistance  is  at  all  times  available. 

Treatment  Received  During  the  Year  1937  by  Tuberculous 
Children  Residing  in  the  Borough  of  Stretford. 

Children 


Admitted  to  Sanatoria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Admitted  to  General  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Granted  “Light”  Treatment  at  the  Eccles  Dispensary  ...  ...  5 

X-Ray  Examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Dispensary  Supervision  or  Dispensary  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  24 

Dispensary  Supervision  or  Treatment  with  provision  of  special 

nourishment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Under  Supervision  on  31st  December,  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

The  27  cases  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  were: — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Combined  (Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cases  taken  off  the  Register  as  “Recovered”  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Skin  Diseases. 


No  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  were  under  treatment  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  impetigo,  but 
over  a  period  of  years  there  is  evidence  of  a  decline  in  the  number  of  children 
excluded  from  school  on  account  of  this  condition, 
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(e)  External  Eye  Disease. 

160  children  were  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Treatment  Clinic. 

(See  Table,  Page  00.) 

(f)  Vision. 

355  children  were  examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  spectacles 
were  prescribed  for  186. 

Parents  of  45  children  have  taken  advantage  of  the  arrangements  made 
for  payment  for  spectacles  by  instalments.  In  8  necessitous  cases  glasses  were 
suppHed  by  the  Authority  without  charge  to  the  parents. 

The  number  of  clinic  sessions  attended  by  the  Eye  Specialist  was  30  during 
the  year.  355  children  made  603  attendances,  in  addition  to  39  children 
attending  County  schools  in  the  Borough,  referred  by  the  County  School 
Medical  Officer. 

The  number  of  new  cases  examined  by  the  Eye  Specialist  was  198,  whilst  at 
routine  medical  inspection  247  children  were  found  to  have  defective  vision. 
In  addition  to  new  cases  provision  has  to  be  made  for  periodic  re-examination 
of  children  who  are  already  wearing  spectacles.  Special  attention  is  given  to 
the  supervision  of  cases  of  myopia.  Provision  has  been  made  to  increase  the 
number  of  Specialist  Eye  Clinic  Sessions  to  40  during  the  year  commencing 
1st  April,  1938. 

Cases  of  squint  are  referred  promptly  for  Specialist  examination  and 
Dr.  Knight  has  continued  her  efforts  in  Orthoptic  treatment.  A  considerable 
amount  of  time  and  patience  and  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  parent  and 
child  is  required  to  achieve  successful  results.  The  subject  has  been  frequently 
discussed  in  earlier  reports  and  the  experience  already  gained  indicates  a 
useful  field  for  extension  when  financial  considerations  permit. 


Ages  of  Children  Referred  for  Treatment  for  Squint. 


Ages,  years 

und. 

one 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Number  of  children 
examined,  1937 

3 

8 

9 

6 

10 

7 

10 

22 

17 

8 

2 

7 

12 

1 

122 

New  Cases 

examined,  1937 

— 

3 

4 

5 

3 

6 

2 

4 

7 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

46 

Ages  at  first  atten¬ 
dance  of  those  re¬ 
examined  in  1937  ... 

1 

7 

6 

5 

7 

16 

11 

5 

13 

1 

2 

1 

1 

76 
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TABLE  showing  defects  found  amongst  cases  examined  by  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  during  the  year  ended  31st  Pecember,  1937. 


New  C 

Mses 

Old 

Sases 

Defect 

Number 

Examined 

Number  of 
Cases  of 
Squint 

Number  Re¬ 
examined 

Number  of 
Cases  of 
Squint 

Hypermetropia  ... 

18 

11 

16 

10 

Myopia 

19 

1 

9 

— 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 

19 

4 

10 

6 

Myopic  Astigmatism 

Compound  Hypermetropic 

12 

1 

6 

— 

Astigmatism ... 

48 

16 

59 

32 

Compound  Myopic  Astigmatism 

18 

■ — 

17 

2 

Mixed  Astigmatism 

25 

1 

15 

5 

Emmetropia 

13 

■ — 

1 

— 

Congenital  Strabismus  ... 

13 

11 

20 

20 

Post  Polar  Cataract 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

Corneal  Nebulae 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Nystagmus 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Dermoid  Limbus 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

2 

- — 

— • 

— 

Blepharitis 

3 

• — 

— 

— 

Ulcer  Cornea 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chalazion  ... 

2 

- - - 

— 

— 

Hordeolum 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

Keratitis  ... 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

Discharging  eyes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ptosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

198 

46 

157 

76 

(g)  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

154  children  made  216  attendances  at  the  Special  Ear  Clinic  for 
examination  and  treatment  by  the  Consultant  Aural  Surgeon. 


The  Audiometer  Gramophone. 

During  1937  the  hearing  of  44  children  has  been  tested  by  the  Audiometer 
Gramophone.  This  number  includes  15  who  were  re-tested  after  treatment. 
All  were  children  referred  for  advice  on  account  of  ear  discharge  from  one  or 
both  ears  or  because  they  were  noticed  by  parents  or  teachers  to  have  defective 
hearing. 

Of  the  15  children  re-tested,  4  shewed  improvement  following  operative 
or  other  treatment  and  one  remained  unchanged. 

The  number  of  children  re-tested  is  too  small  to  justify  any  general  con¬ 
clusions,  but  the  results  of  the  tests  indicate  the  value  of  the  Audiometer  in 
measuring  loss  of  hearing  and  in  assessing  the  results  of  treatment. 
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The  experience  gained  indicates  the  desirability  of  further  extension  of 
this  service,  not  only  to  shew  the  progress  of  hearing  of  all  patients  under 
treatment,  but  for  the  earlier  detection  of  defective  hearing  by  group  testing 
with  the  Audiometer. 

(h)  Report  of  the  School  Dental  Officer. 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  second  Annual  Dental  Report,  dealing 
with  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1937. 

During  the  year  2,435  children  were  examined  and  2,067  were  found 
to  require  treatment.  Of  these,  1,759  consented  and  made  3,711  visits  to  the 
Clinic.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  by  no  means  all  the  school 
children  in  the  Borough  were  examined.  Whilst  the  importance  of  an  Annual 
Inspection  is  realised,  it  is  felt  that  in  view  of  the  proposal  to  appoint  an 
additional  Dentist  in  the  near  future,  it  would  be  unwise  to  start  a  scheme 
which,  with  the  present  staff,  would  make  an  Annual  Inspection  possible, 
for  this  would  entail  treating  certain  age  groups  only,  or  doing  less  than  the 
necessary  amount  of  work  for  each  patient. 

Seven  Orthodontic  cases  were  successfully  treated  during  the  year  by 
means  of  appliances,  and  the  correction  of  these  irregularities  has  given  great 
satisfaction  to  the  parents  and  to  the  patients,  and  has  enhanced  the  reputation 
of  the  service.  The  question  might  be  asked  whether,  in  view  of  the  amount 
of  work  to  be  done,  is  it  advisable  to  undertake  Orthodontic  treatment?  I 
think  it  is;  firstly  because  if  a  child  is  accepted  as  a  patient,  he  expects  to 
receive  full  treatment;  secondly,  conservation  work  in  these  mouths  is  a  waste 
of  effort  unless  the  irregularity  is  corrected  at  the  same  time.  In  fact,  if  a 
choice  had  to  be  made  between  the  treatment  of  the  irregularity  and,  the 
conservative  work,  I  think  the  former  ought  to  have  preference. 

Partial  Dentures  were  supplied  to  eight  children,  during  the  year,  to 
replace  hopelessly  decayed  anterior  teeth.  Emphasis  is  made  on  the  extra  oral 
cleanliness  which  is  necessary  when  a  plate  is  worn,  and  subsequent  inspections 
show  that  if  these  instructions  are  carried  out  the  treatment  is  a  success,  and 
it  has  no  deleterious  effect  upon  the  remaining  natural  teeth. 

The  most  important  part  of  the  School  Dental  Service  is  the  prevention 
of  Dental  Caries.  An  interesting  investigation  was  carried  out  in  1936  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  into  the  Causation  of  Dental  Caries,  based  upon  the 
Mellanby  Theory.  Briefly  it  is  that  a  perfectly  formed  tooth  only  occurs  if  a 
sufficiency  of  Vitamins  A  and  D  are  ingested  when  the  teeth  are  being  calcified 
in  the  gums,  prior  to  eruption.  A  tooth,  so  formed,  ought  to  resist  any  local 
condition  which  would  produce  decay  in  a  tooth  not  so  strongly  constructed. 
To  test  this  theory  Cod  Liver  Oil  was  administered  to  a  group  of  Institutional 
Children,  other  groups  being  used  as  controls,  and  it  was  found  that  the  theory 
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was  well  supported  as  far  as  unerupted  teeth  were  concerned,  but  the  evidence 
of  the  curative  effect  on  caries  already  existing  was  not  convincing.  With 
these  views  in  mind,  a  mother  presenting  a  child  in  which  caries  is  rampant  in 
the  temporary  dentition,  is  advised  to  give  the  child  Vitamins  A  and  D  in  the 
form  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  or  similar  preparations,  at  the  same  time  explaining  that, 
while  it  will  definitely  benefit  the  permanent  teeth  not  yet  erupted,  it  will 
have  little  or  no  effect  upon  the  present  dentition.  Though  this  explanation 
may  not  be  appreciated  by  some  mothers,  there  are  many  others  who, 
after  a  chairside  talk  upon  these  lines,  are  willing  to  carry  out  this  treatment, 
having  the  assurance  that  the  permanent  dentition,  when  it  does  erupt,  will 
amply  repay  the  fore-thought  given  during  the  earlier  years. 

R.  BRADBURY, 

School  Dental  Officer. 


(i)  Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedies. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  and  nature  of  crippling  defects 
treated  by  Mr.  Platt,  F.R.C.S.,  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  under  the 
Authority’s  scheme,  by  arrangement  with  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 


A.— Crippling  Defects. 

Congenital  Deformities  —  Feet  ... 

Spine  ... 

Wry  neck 
Anomalies 

Rickets 

Infantile  Paralysis . 

Spastic  Paralysis  ... 

Injuries 

Miscellaneous 


7 


5 


2 


7 

1 

4 

5 

2 


6 


B. —  Orthopaedic  Treatment  Recommended 

Operation 

Surgical  Appliances,  etc.  ... 

Massage  and  Remedial  Exercises  . 

Supervision  ... 


11 
3 

12 
13 
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Orthopaedic  After-care  and  Remedial  Exercises  Clinic. 

Date  of  commencement  of  Clinic .  6th  May,  1927 

Number  receiving  treatment  on  that  date  .  6 

Number  receiving  treatment,  1st  January,  1937  .  45 

Number  receiving  treatment,  31st  December,  1937  .  61 

^Individual  children  treated  during  year  1937  ...  ...  ...  124 

f Number  of  attendances  made  for  treatment  during  1937  ...  ...  2200 

Number  of  treatments  given  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  2934 

Average  attendance  per  session  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

*  Includes  62  children  of  pre-school  age. 


t  Includes  790  attendances  by  children  of  pre-school  age. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MASSEUSE  IN  CHARGE 

There  have  been  very  few  injuries  treated  this  year,  only  several  sprained 
ankles  and  a  stiff  elbow  after  a  fracture. 

The  majority  of  school  children  attended  for  postural  defects  or  flat  feet. 
They  appeared  to  enjoy  their  gym  classes  and  have  improved  considerably. 
Most  of  those  attending  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  have  now  been  discharged 
but  others  have  come  to  take  their  place. 

The  children  suffering  from  deformities  due  to  infantile  paralysis  have 
shewn  a  little  improvement.  One  boy  has  been  able  to  discard  his  iron  and  is 
now  at  work.  Two  girls  are  waiting  admission  to  Biddulph  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  for  in-patient  treatment  there. 

Two  boys  have  had  operations  in  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  one 
for  torticollis  and  one  for  a  deformed  leg  following  infantile  paralysis  and  are 
now  discharged. 

A  little  girl  has  been  in  Biddulph  for  an  operation  to  repair  cut  tendons 
in  her  hand  and  is  now  learning  to  use  her  fingers  again.  Two  baby  boys  have 
had  their  feet  manipulated  under  anaesthetic  at  the  Manchester  Royal  In¬ 
firmary  and  put  in  plaster  to  correct  deformities. 

The  tiny  pre-school  children  treated  were  chiefly  brought  on  account  of 
flat  feet,  deformities  due  to  rickets  and  knock-knees.  These  have  improved 
steadily  in  most  cases  and  many  have  been  discharged. 

Massage  students  from  Ancoats  Hospital  have  again  given  valuable 
assistance,  as  without  their  help  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  treat  so 
many  children. 
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Remedial  Exercises  and  Massage. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  and  type  of  cases  treated 
(including  pre-school  children): — 


Numb 

er  of  Treatments  given 

Defect 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Massage 

and 

Joint 

Movements 

Remedial 

Exercises 

Re¬ 
education 
of  Muscle 
and  Muscle 
Groups 

Electrical 

Flat  Feet 

23 

175 

234 

175 

o 

Spinal  Curvatures 

4 

— 

96 

— - 

— 

Postural  Defects 

15 

— 

325 

— - 

— 

Club  Feet 

4 

66 

— 

— 

— 

Polio-myelitis  ... 

9 

360 

72 

360 

37 

Spastic  Paralysis 

5 

52 

82 

52 

' — 

Birth  Palsy 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Torticollis:  Post 
Operation 

4 

8 

64 

8 

_ 

Rickets  ... 

6 

112 

— 

— 

— 

Fractures  and  other 
injuries 

4 

32 

9 

15 

• 

Genu  Valgum  ... 

31 

340 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions 

10 

143 

4 

74 

4 

124 

1289 

918 

684 

43 

Treatment  of  Children  of  Pre-School  Age. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  treatment  of  children  below  school 
age,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Children 

Attendances 

Inspection  Clinic 

111 

164 

Minor  Ailments  Treatment  Clinic 

65 

189 

Dental  Treatment  Clinic  ... 

51 

98 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

10 

15 

Remedial  Exercises  and  Massage 

62 

790 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids:  Operations 

18 

— 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  ... 

35 

63 

Aural  Clinic 

30 

31 

148  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  from  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  were 
referred  to  the  Dental  Clinic  and  139  received  treatment, 
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Record  of  Artificial  Light  Treatment, 
January,  1937,  to  December,  1937. 


Total 

cases 

treated 

No.  of 
treat¬ 
ments 
given 

Cases  Treated  and  Results 

Average 

Duration 

of 

Treatment 

(weeks) 

Diagnosis 

Cured 

Improved 

Treatment 

continued 

Pre- 

School 

School 

Rickets  ... 

7 

_ 

141 

2 

5 

_ 

7 

Glands,  Neck 
Malnutrition, 
General  Debil- 

12 

251 

6 

4 

2 

7 

ity,  Anaemia  ... 
Bronchitis  and 

11 

51 

1340 

13 

41 

8 

7 

Asthma 

Difficult 

4 

17 

415 

6 

6 

9 

6 

dentition 

1 

— 

8 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Alopecia  ... 

— 

1 

10 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Psoriasis  ... 
Nervous 

— 

1 

18 

_ - 

— 

1 

6 

Instability 

1 

20 

1 

7 

Totals 

23 

83 

2203 

27 

59 

20 

6 

Records  of  Cases  Treated,  Classified  According  to  Age. 


Ages 

Cases 

Treated 

Average 
duration  of 

treatment 

(weeks) 

Under  1  year 

1 

4 

1-2  . 

6 

5 

2-3  . 

3 

6 

3-4  . 

10 

6 

4-5  . 

13 

7 

5-6  . 

19 

7 

6-7  . 

17 

7 

7-8  . 

11 

7 

8-9  . 

9 

8 

9-10  . 

3 

9 

10-11  . 

rr 

i 

8 

11-12  . 

3 

8 

12-13  . 

2 

4 

13-14  . 

2 

6 
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9  —  OPEN-AIR  EDUCATION. 


(a)  Playground  Classes. 

Playground  classes  are  held  whenever  weather  conditions  permit. 

(b)  School  Camps. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  no  organised  arrangements  exist  for  School  Camps 
for  Elementary  School  children. 


The  obvious  advantages  derived  by  Secondary  School  pupils  from  holidays 
spent  in  camp  would  be  a  great  boon  to  children  from  elementary  schools  who 
frequently  have  no  real  facilities  for  profitably  spending  their  time  during 
vacation. 


The  Chronicle  “Cinderella"  Fund  has  given  valuable  assistance,  which  is 
appreciated  by  the  medical  staff  as  well  as  by  the  families  concerned,  by 
providing  a  weeks’  holiday  at  the  sea  for  children  from  Stretford  Schools. 
During  the  year  1937,  39  children  benefited  by  this  arrangement.  In  the 
absence  of  any  organised  school  camps,  it  is  hoped  that  official  approval  will 
be  obtained  to  a  proposal  for  co-operation  with  this  Fund  on  the  basis  of  an 
annual  contribution  by  the  Authority. 


(c)  Day  Open-Air  School. 

One  of  the  brightest  features  of  the  collaboration  of  medical  and  educa¬ 
tional  services  is  the  continued  success  of  the  Open-Air  School  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  delicate  and  nervous  children. 
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Condition  on  Admission  of  Children  in  Attendance  at  the  Open-Air 

School  during  1937. 


Delicate:  Malnutrition 

Boys 

65 

Girls 

53 

Anaemia 

8 

12 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

Chorea 

1 

— 

Otitis  Media  ... 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

Asthma  . 

4 

2 

Cervical  Adenitis 

3 

— 

Epilepsy  and  Debility  . 

— 

1 

Albuminuria . 

— 

4 

Debility  after  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

„  ,,  Diphtheria . 

— 

2 

Nervous  instability . 

3 

2 

Old  Infantile  Paralysis 

2 

1 

Infantile  Hemiplegia 

1 

1 

Friedreich’s  Ataxia  ... 

1 

— 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  both  hips 

1 

— 

Debility  after  Head  injury 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

lOI 
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40  girls  and  60  boys  have  returned  from  the  Open-Air  School  to  the 
ordinary  schools  during  the  year. 


OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL:  Records  of  Height  and  Weight. 


Age, 

(Years 

No.  in 
attendance 

Average: 
on  admission 

Average  gain 

Average 
stay  (weeks) 

Ht.  (ins.) 

Wt.  (lbs.) 

Ht.  (ins.) 

Wt.  (lbs.) 

5 

20 

42*7 

38-7 

1-3 

2-7 

19-3 

6 

25 

45-8 

431 

1-6 

3-8 

33-1 

7 

35 

47-7 

48-0 

1*4 

3-2 

38-6 

8 

30 

49-5 

52*2 

1*2 

4-8 

29-4 

9 

32 

511 

54-2 

•9 

3-8 

46*0 

10 

20 

531 

62-1 

1-2 

3-6 

63-2 

11 

16 

53*6 

64-7 

'5 

5-4 

52-1 

12 

9 

55-3 

68-5 

1-6 

5*7 

53-6 

13 

3 

571 

76-5 

•9 

2-9 

48-7 
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10.—  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

The  two  instructors  at  the  Secondary  Schools  each  spend  one  day  a 
in  the  elementary  schools.  They  advise  teachers,  give  demonstrations,  and  in 
schools  where  there  are  no  male  teachers,  the  instructor  from  the  Boys’  Grammar 
School  gives  lessons  to  boys. 

Evening  classes  for  the  elementary  school  teachers  are  held  in  the 
gymnasia  of  the  Secondary  Schools  during  the  winter  months. 

Two  new  fully  equipped  gymnasia  have  been  installed,  one  at  Victoria 
Park  Senior  Girls’  School  and  one  at  Gorse  Hill  Senior  Boys’  School.  Proposals 
were  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  another  gymnasium  to 
serve  the  Old  Trafford  Senior  Boys’  School. 

The  interest  of  the  teachers  has  served  to  maintain  a  healthy  activity  in 
various  games,  e.g.,  football,  cricket,  tennis,  netball  and  swimming,  but  the 
lack  of  school  playing  fields  is  a  frequent  source  of  disappointment  to  them. 


11.—  SCHOOL  BATHS. 

The  Authority’s  arrangements  with  the  Baths  Committee  of  the  Council, 
permitting  the  teaching  of  swimming  to  school  children  of  10  years  and  over, 
have  continued  during  the  year. 


Swimming  Instruction. 

Instruction  in  swimming  for  older  scholars  is  provided  at  the  three  Public 
Baths  during  the  months  from  May  to  September,  including  the  holiday 
periods.  The  excellent  display  at  the  Annual  Schools  Swimming  Gala  demon¬ 
strates  the  success  of  this  instruction  and  the  keenness  of  the  scholars. 


12.— PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

The  first  school  feeding  centres  in  the  Borough  were  opened  in  May, 
1936,  at  Old  Trafford,  Stretford,  Gorse  Hill  and  Trafford  Park.  A  new  feeding 
centre  was  opened  at  Lostock  in  January,  1938. 

The  Central  Kitchen  is  established  at  Eastnor  Street,  Old  Trafford,  and 
a  feeding  centre  is  held  in  the  same  building.  The  dinners  for  the  other  four 
centres  are  conveyed  by  motor  each  day  in  special  containers  and  arrive  at 
each  centre  in  excellent  and  appetising  condition.  The  meals  are  varied  in 
character  and  are  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  children.  The  effect  on  the 
nutrition  of  children  receiving  school  meals  may  not  be  striking  but  it  is  beyond 
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question  that  the  expenditure  is  a  sound  investment  which  will  be  amply 
profitable  to  the  community.  It  can  at  least  be  said  that  the  children  are 
happier  and  better  able  to  work  in  school  as  a  result  of  a  sufficient  and  suitable 
diet. 

During  the  year  43,026  dinners  were  served,  including  1,168  for  which 
payment  was  made  by  the  parents,  at  an  average  cost  per  meal  (rent,  wages, 
cleaning,  provisions  and  the  necessary  carting)  of  5.3d. 

Through  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  Scheme  for  the  supply  of  milk  in 
schools,  3,680  children  received  one-third  of  a  pint  of  milk  each  day  at  a  cost 
of  one  halfpenny  per  day. 


13.—  EMPLOYMENT  OF  YOUNG  PERSONS  AND  CHILDREN. 

130  children  were  examined  during  the  year  with  the  following  results: — 

Certificates  granted  permitting  employment  out  of  school  hours  ...  114 

Certificates  granted  conditionally  upon  necessary  treatment  being 

obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Certificates  granted  permitting  appearance  in  entertainments  ...  10 

Certificates  not  granted  —  under  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Certificates  refused  on  the  grounds  that  employment  out  of  school 

hours  would  be  detrimental  to  health  or  education  ...  ...  — 


14—  CO-OPERATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  AND 
THE  JUVENILE  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

Frequent  contact  between  the  two  departments  has  enabled  the  School 
Medical  Officers  to  give  appropriate  advice  as  to  suitable  occupations  in  special 
cases. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Board  of  Education,  a 
card  is  handed  to  the  Juvenile  Employment  Officer  in  respect  of  any  child 
who  at  the  routine  inspection  of  “leavers”  is  considered  to  be  unsuitable  for 
a  particular  type  of  work.  Such  children  are  kept  under  medical  supervision 
and  are  advised  to  come  for  medical  examination  at  the  time  they  anticipate 
leaving  school.  Whenever  it  is  thought  desirable,  children  who  have  already 
left  school  may  be  referred  for  medical  examination  so  as  to  determine  whether 
the  occupation  proposed  is  likely  to  be  detrimental.  The  Juvenile  Employment 
Officer  keeps  in  touch  with  the  School  Medical  Officers  whose  services  and 
advice  are  available  to  him  at  all  times. 
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15  —  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS. 

The  service  is  greatly  appreciated  by  parents,  and  the  attendance  during 
the  year  of  1,556  parents  at  the  routine  inspections  in  schools  and  of  3,435 
attendances  of  parents  at  the  school  clinics  illustrates  the  co-operation  which 
is  maintained. 


16.—  CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

Teachers  have  at  all  times  been  willing  and  eager  to  assist  the  Department 
in  the  interests  of  their  pupils  and  their  co-operation  is  greatly  valued  and 
appreciated. 


17.—  CO-OPERATION  OF  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS. 

School  Attendance  Officers  continually  contribute  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
School  Medical  Service  by  their  assistance  in  many  matters  of  routine  nature, 
but  their  influence  is  by  no  means  limited  to  these  activities.  They  have 
established  themselves  as  a  valuable  liaison  between  the  home,  the  school  and 
the  school  medical  officer.  They  have  repeatedly  shown  that  they  are  not 
concerned  exclusively,  nor  even  primarily,  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
relating  to  school  attendance,  but  with  the  best  interest  of  the  child’s  health 
and  education.  Comment  was  made,  in  the  last  report,  on  the  splendid  work 
of  the  Senior  Attendance  Officer  and  the  past  year  has  revealed  similar  instances 
in  which  he  has,  at  the  sacrifice  of  personal  leisure,  been  of  direct  service  to  the 
children  and  has  strengthened  the  confidence  of  the  parents  in  the  school 
medical  service. 


18.—  CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  Stretford  Civic  Guild  of  Help,  the  Surgical  Aid  Society,  the  Invalid 
Children’s  Aid  Association  and  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  have  all  continued  to  co-operate  with  the  School  Medical 
Department, 
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Origin  of  Cases  Referred  to  Clinics. 

Education  Department 
Sent  by  Parents 

,,  Medical  Practitioners 

,,  School  Medical  Officer 

,,  Teachers 

,,  School  Nurses 

,,  Child  Welfare  Centres 

,,  School  Attendance  Officers 

,,  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary 


5 

1572 

79 

224 

135 

104 

7 

125 
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19.—  BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Ascertainment. 

The  methods  of  ascertainment  of  all  exceptional  children,  outlined  in 
previous  reports,  have  continued  through  the  co-operation  of  parents,  teachers, 
medical  practitioners,  school  attendance  officers,  school  nurses,  child-welfare 
centres  and  voluntary  agencies. 

(b)  Blind  and  Deaf  Children. 

The  total  number  of  blind  and  deaf  children  maintained  in  Institutions 
by  the  Authority  is  given  in  Table  III,  page  35. 

(e)  Supervision  of  Mentally  Defective  Children. 

The  supervision  of  mentally  defective  children  in  the  area  is  carried  out 
by  the  school  nurses  and  by  reference  to  the  South-East  Lancashire  Association 
for  Mental  Welfare. 

(d)  Epileptic  Children. 

One  boy  was  admitted  to  Sandlebridge  in  July,  1931,  and  is  still  under¬ 
going  institutional  treatment. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  (NOTIFICATION  OF  CHILDREN) 

REGULATIONS,  1928. 


Statement  of  the  Number  of  Children  Notified  during  the  Year 
ENDED  31st  December,  1937,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to 

The  Local  Mental  Deficiency  Authority. 

Total  number  of  children  notified  :  6. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  ABOVE  TOTAL. 


Diagnosis 

Boys 

Girls 

1.  (i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 

benefit  from  instruction  in  a  Special  School; 

(a)  Idiots  ... 

(b)  Imbeciles 

— 

— 

(c)  Others 

3 

3 

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a  Special 
School  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of 
other  children; 

(a)  Moral  defectives 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a  Special 
School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16  ... 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3,  i.e., 
“special  circumstances  cases”  ... 

Note. — No  child  should  be  notified  under  Article  3 
until  the  Board  have  issued  a  formal 
certificate  (Form  308M)  to  the  Authority  ... 

— 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  defective 
were  blind  or  deaf 

Note. — No  blind  or  deaf  child  should  be  notified 
without  reference  to  the  Board  —  see 
Article  2,  proviso  (ii). 

• 

Grand  Total 

3 

3 
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20.—  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937  OF  CHILDREN  OF 

SCHOOL  AGE. 


Total 


STRETFORD  EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 

For  the  Year  1937 
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TABLE  1.  —  RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
A.  —  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 

Entrants  ... 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 


593 

605 

527 


Total  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 


1725 

641 


Grand  Total  . . .  2366 


B.  —  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1832 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2130 


Total 


3962 


C.  —  Children  found  to  Require  Treatment. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to 
require  treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness  and  Dental 
Diseases). 

For  defective  vision  For  all  other  conditions 


Group  (excluding  squint)  recorded  in  Table  IIA 

TOTAL 

Entrants 

1 

100 

100 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

72 

99 

160 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

88 

66 

151 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

I6I 

265 

411 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

62 

105 

159 

Grand  Total 

223 

370 

570 
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TABLE  II 

A.  —  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 

YEAR  ENDED  3Ist  DECEMBER,  1937. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Routine 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

^Ringworm  : 

Scalp 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Body 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Skin 

Scabies  ... 

3 

23 

— 

Impetigo 

5 

— 

32 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non- 

Tuberculous) 

24 

2 

107 

— 

^Blepharitis 

25 

— 

17 

— 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

6 

— 

33 

— 

Keratitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Comeal  Opacities 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eye  ] 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 

Squint) 

247 

77 

14 

I 

Squint  ... 

26 

37 

8 

— 

^  Other  Conditions 

12 

— 

8 

2 

"Defective  Hearing  . 

7 

13 

37 

12 

Ear  < 

Otitis  Media 

13 

I 

54 

— 

1 

^  Other  Ear  Diseases 

19 

— 

13 

— 

""Chronic  Tonsillitis  only 

33 

95 

23 

45 

Nose 

Adenoids  only  ... 

— 

5 

— 

2 

and  < 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Throat 

Adenoids 

82 

98 

148 

23 

^  Other  Conditions 

62 

5 

106 

5 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous) 

2 

49 

20 

3 

Defective  Speech 

— 

2 

I 

I 
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Routine 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  - 

Defects 

Hw/VL  kjjl 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Heart 

and 

^  Heart  Disease  : 

Organic  ... 

1 

23 

10 

Circula- 

Functional 

1 

6 

— 

3 

tion 

^Anaemia  ...  ,  ... 

15 

3 

44 

— 

'^Bronchitis 

17 

2 

41 

— 

Lungs 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 
^  Diseases  ... 

6 

4 

28 

4 

^Pulmonary  : 

Definite  ... 

1 

1 

Suspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuber-  ^ 
culosis 

Non-Pulmonary  ; 

Glands  ... 

12 

1 

3 

Bones  and  Joints 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Skin 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

^Epilepsy 

— 

3 

1 

2 

Nervous  < 

Chorea... 

— 

— 

3 

1 

System 

^  Other  Conditions 

5 

6 

19 

15 

'^Rickets 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Defor-  -< 

Spinal  Curvature  . 

2 

2 

2 

— 

mities 

^Other  Forms  ... 

16 

66 

43 

16 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 
Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases) 

46 

27 

428 

54 

Total  . 

675 

539 

1258 

203 
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B.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

Sub-normal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants 

593 

47 

7-9 

491 

82-8 

51 

8-7 

4 

0-7 

Second  Age  Group... 

605 

37 

6-1 

472 

78-1 

90 

14-9 

6 

0-9 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

527 

53 

10-0 

421 

79-8 

50 

9-5 

3 

0-6 

Other  Routine 
Inspections 

641 

43 

6-7 

521 

81-2 

69 

10-8 

8 

1-2 

Total  ... 

2366 

180 

7*6 

1905 

80-5 

260 

10-9 

21 

0-8 
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TABLE  III. 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area 


Children  suffering  from  the  following  types  of  Multiple  Defect, 
i.e.,  any  combination  of  Total  Blindness,  Total  Deafness,  Mental 
Defect,  Epilepsy,  Active  Tuberculosis,  Crippling  or  Heart  Disease 

4 

At  Certified  Schools  for 

(i)  Suitable  for 

the  Blind 

— 

Blind 

training  in  a 

At  Public  Elementary 

-  - 

School  for  the 

Schools  ... 

— 

totally  blind 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

At  Certified  Schools  for 

(ii)  Suitable  for 

the  Blind 

1 

training  in  a 

At  Certified  Schools  for 

Partially 

School  for  the 

the  Partially  Sighted  . . . 

— 

Sighted 

partially 

At  Public  Elementary 

sighted 

Schools  ... 

2 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

At  Certified  Schools  for 

(i)  Suitable  for 

the  Deaf  ... 

9 

Deaf 

training  in  a 

At  Public  Elementary 

School  for  the 

Schools  ... 

— 

totally  deaf  or 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

deaf  and  dumb 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

At  Certified  Schools  for 

the  Deaf  ... 

— 

(ii)  Suitable  for 

At  Certified  Schools  for 

Partially 

training  in  a 

Partially  Deaf  ... 

— 

Deaf 

School  for  the 

At  Public  Elementary 

partialty  deaf 

Schools  ... 

14 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

' 
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At  Certified  Schools  for 

Mentally  Defective 
Children  ... 

Mentally 

Feebleminded 

At  Public  Elementary 

Defective 

Schools  ... 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

I 

Epileptics 

Suffering  from 

At  Public  Elementary 

severe  epilepsy 

Schools  ... 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

I 

Pulmonary 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

tuberculosis 

At  Public  Elementary 

(including 

Schools  ... 

I 

pleura  and 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

intrathoracic 

glands) 

At  no  School  or  Institution. 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

3 

Non-Pulmonary 

At  Public  Elementary 

Tuberculosis 

Schools  ... 

15 

Physically 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

Delicate  Child- 

Defective 

ren.  i.e.,  all 
children  (except 
those  included 
in  other  groups) 

At  Certified  Special 

whose  general 

Schools  ... 

113 

health  renders 

At  Public  Elementary 

it  desirable  that 

Schools  . 

120 

they  should  be 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

specially  se¬ 
lected  for  ad¬ 
mission  to  an 
Open  air 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

School 
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Physically 
Defective 
— contd. 


Crippled  Child¬ 
ren  (other 
than  those  with 
active  tubercu¬ 
lous  disease) 
who  are  suffer¬ 
ing  from  a  de¬ 
gree  of  crip¬ 
pling  sufficient¬ 
ly  severe  to  in¬ 
terfere  materi¬ 
ally  with  a 
child’s  normal 
mode  of  life. 


At  Certified  Special 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  2 

At  Public  Elementary 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  7 

At  other  Institutions  ...  — 

At  no  School  or  Institution  I 


Children  with 
heart  disease, 
i.e.,  children 
whose  defect  is 
so  severe  as  to 
necessitate  the 
provision  of 
educat  ional 
facilities  other 
than  those  of 
the  public  ele- 
mentarySchool 


At  Certified  Special 

Schools  ... 

At  Public  Elementary 

Schools  ... 

At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


I 


9 


2 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1937. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

Group  1.  —  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see 

Group  VI). 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of 

under  treatm 

Defects  tree 
ent  during  t 

ited,  or 
he  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Skin  — 

Ringworm-Scalp  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Ringworm-Body  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Scabies 

32 

— 

32 

Impetigo 

240 

4 

244 

Other  skin  disease 

144 

1 

145 

Minor  Eye  Defects . 

160 

2 

162 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II). 

Minor  Ear  Defects  . 

137 

1 

138 

Miscellaneous  . 

1061 

6 

1067 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.). 

Total  ...  ... 

1780 

14 

1794 

TABLE  IV. 


Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments  —  Group  1.) 


Number  of 

Defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  Disease 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) 

342 

7 

349 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes  (ex¬ 
cluding  those  recorded  in  Group  1) 

13 

4 

17 

Total 

355 

11 

366 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Group  III.  —  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects 

Received  Operative  Treatment 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 
] 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

2 

Total 

3 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment 

4 

Total 

number 

treated 

(1) 

(il) 

(Ill) 

(IV) 

(1) 

(11) 

(Ill) 

(IV) 

(I) 

(11) 

(Ill) 

(IV) 

— 

— 

138 

1 

— 

— 

42 

— 

— 

180 

1 

55 

236 

(I)  Tonsils  only.  (II)  Adenoids  only.  (HI)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 


(IV)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Group  IV.  —  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  th 

e  Authority 

s  Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Number 

Treated 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

Residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopaedi 

Clinic 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

Residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopaedic 

Clinic 

Number 

of 

Children 

Treated 

6 

3 

124 

— 

— 

131 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist,  (a)  Routine  age-groups. 


Age 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Number... 

— 

243 

282 

238 

176 

179 

223 

178 

171 

— 

1690 

Specials ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•••  ••• 

...  745 

Total  (Routine  and  Specials) . 

••• 

. . .  2435 

(2)  Found  to  require  treatment 

...  •  •  •  •  •  • 

. . .  2067 

(3)  Actually  treated .  . 

...  ...  •  •  . 

...  1759 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  ... 

...  3711 

(5)  Half  days  devoted  to  f  Treatment  . . . 

\ Inspection  ... 

Total  ... 

...  435 

(6)  Fillings  f  Permanent  teeth  ...  1693 \ 

\ Temporary  teeth  ...  10  J 

*  d  otal  ...  ... 

...  1703 

(7)  Extractions  /Permanent  teeth 

/Temporary  teeth 

1122\  -j.  , 

3394/ 

...  4516 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

...  224 

(9)  Other  operations  f  Permanent  teeth  . . . 

\ Temporary  teeth  ... 

Total  ... 

6/ 

...  326 

TABLE  VI. 

Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the  School 

Nurses  ...  3. 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nurses  ...  13927 

(hi)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  148 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local 

Education  Authority  ...  — 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ...  — 


